HOOPS FOR KIDS

“O@g 317 North Jefferson Street
Covington, Louisiana 70433
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hoopsforkids@gmail.com

John Schroder Facebook: hoops for kids

Chairman

Friends,

State representative John Schroder and committee have teamed up with the City of Covington, New
Orleans Hornets, AT&T, and Chevron to develop and build two outdoor basketball courts at the Rev. Peter
Atkins Park in Covington. To enhance the project, we are now raising money to build a cover for the courts.
The goal of this project is to help revitalize the neighborhood and create a lasting fixture in the community for
the youth to enjoy.

We will host a premier 3vs3 regional high school basketball tournament with participation from the
Southshore and Northshore to take place Friday July 29™ — Sunday July 31" with the patron Party being held on
Saturday, August 6™. Applications will be accepted from the first 100 teams (4 players per team) and the event
will be titled “Hoops for Kids.” The tournament entry fee is $100.00 per team.

We ask that you consider one of the following Sponsorship levels:

- Tournament and Patron Sponsor ($5000): If you are interested in becoming the Hoops for Kids
presenting Sponsor, please contact John Schroder at js@johnschroder.com. In addition to the tournament title,

this Sponsor will be included in all major advertising, and will receive all of the benefits listed below for the
Slam Dunk Sponsor with a total of 10 free tickets to the Patron Party.

— Slam Dunk Sponsor ($1000): Donors will receive the following:
1) Business cards and or company coupons in all player packages
2) Recognition of thanks from PA system every 30 minutes
3) VIP status (4 free tickets) at Patron Party
4) Minimum 4 ft by 8 ft hard placard sign to be placed on the overhang
5) Mentioned in all advertisement for tournament

- 3 Point Sponsor (3500): Donors will receive the following:
1) Business cards and or company coupons in all player packages
2) Recognition of thanks from PA system every 60 minutes
3) 2 free tickets to Patron Party
4) Company name/logo on sponsor board

- Free Throw Sponsor ($250): Donors will receive the following:
1) 2 Tickets to the Patron Party
2) Name placement on the Sponsor board at the park.

All checks should be made payable to the Northshore Community Foundation, a tax deductible 501(c)(3).
Please remark to: “Hoops for Kids” fund.

Please contact John Schroder @ 985-373-4873 or js@johnschroder.com or Rick Smith @ 985-259-1900 or
ricks309@gmail.com




This article by Editor Polly H. Greene was pub-
lished in the Thursday, May 19, 2011, edition of
The St. Tammany Farmer, 321 N. New Hamp-
shire, Covngton LA 70433, 985-892-2323,

stfnews@bellsouth.net

Improvements underway at Peter Atkins Park

Peter Atkins Park in the
West 30s area of Covington is
getting a greatly needed face-
lift.

The ramshackle old bas-
ketball court has been dug up
and a new high-school sized
court will be installed and
open to local athletes by Sat-
urday, May 28.

Plans also call for con- ‘

struction of a roof over the
court.

The project involves
a number of high-powered
outsiders and local entities
and is being spearheaded by
state Rep. John Schroder of

Covington. With a price tag .

estimated at $250,000, city
leaders knew the job couldn’t
be done exclusively with city
funds.

The condition of the bas-

ketball court at Peter Atkins
has come up at several ven-
ues over the years, Schroder
told The Farmer.

*“I committed to a couple
of ministers in the neighbor-
hood that we would do it,”
said the first-term legislator,
who has worked with top
corporate officials as well as
the New Orleans Hornets to
refurbish public basketball
courts around the state. “I
heard numerous times about
the poor condition of this
court. With my experience
with the Hornets, I was confi-
dent we could get it done and
raise the money to pay forit.”

While hesitant to release
the details of who is involved
in the Peter Atkins project,
Schroder said they will all be
revealed when the basketball
court is officially opened and
dedicated.

“Schroder said he would

The old basketball court at Peter Atkins Park in Covington is being replaced
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with a brand new, high-school sized court. Replacement of the dilapidated play
area is one of several improvements planned for the West 30s park, with support
from state Rep. John Schroder.

get it done and it’s getting
done,” said District E Coun-
cilman Lee Alexius, who
heads both the Finance Com-
mittee and the Recreation
Committee for the Covington
City Council.

The city has committed
about $20,000 for the proj-
ect in the 2011 budget, so
the majority of the money is
coming from private dona-
tions, Alexius said. The cost
of labor was reduced, when
the Louisiana National Guard
agreed to break up and re-
move the old court.

Schroder said he is now
working to raise another
$100,000 to build the roof
over the court. He then hopes
to see fundraisers held each

year by neighborhood resi-
dents to raise money to sup-
port the needs of the park and
the Boys and Girls Club of
Covington.

Meanwhile, the city is
taking a Band-Aid approach
to a problem with the pub-
lic restrooms adjacent to the
city’s only public swimming
pool, which is also located in
Peter Atkins Park.

Council members ear-
marked $40,000 in the 2011
budget to renovate the bath-
rooms, which are in deplor-
able condition and not ADA
compliant, Alexius said. But
when the bid for the project
came in at over $125,000,
council members had to come
up with another approach.

They opted instead to pur-
chase a used restroom trailer
from the Slidell Youth Soccer
League for $5,000.

The 49-by-12-foot trailer
includes both a girls and boys
bathroom, Alexius said. The
city will have to spend some
additional money to build an
entrance to the trailer, plus put
up a canopy and some land-
scaping, but this will help to
get the pool open for summer.

It’s a temporary fix for
now until the council can get
funding for a more funda-
mental structure, which may
take one year or five years,
Alexius said.

The public swimming
pool is set to open Tuesday,
May 31.



RECENT NEWS ARTICLE:
Covington teams with New Orleans Homnets and others to replace basketball courts at popular park
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Pooling the resources of the city of Covington and some high-profile partners, the popular basketball
courts at the Rev. Peter Atkins Park are being replaced.

When finished, the courts will sport the colors and logo of the New Orleans Hornets, who stepped in
to help make the project a go. The courts are expected to open June 18 with a clinic put on by the
Hornets, Covington Recreation Director Timothy Williams said.

"This is definitely something that's needed in the community. So many kids play on them," Williams
said.

The park is at West 28th Avenue and North Tyler Street.

While improving the park will provide immediate benefits for area kids who play ball there, it also
dovetails with the city's ambitious West 30s improvement plan, which aims to revitalize the
surrounding neighborhood. The sprawling West 30s neighborhood has been plagued through the
years with blight, crime and substandard housing, city officials say.

After a number of residents brought up the condition of the courts during a town hall meeting, state
Rep. John Schroder, R-Covington, said he asked the Hornets, who have refurbished basketball
courts across the metro area, for help.

Steve Martin, the Hornets senior vice president of community investment, said he visited the courts
with Schroder and realized they were in such bad shape that they would need to be replaced. He said
the Hornets brought in Chevron, one of the team's marketing partners, to help out.

The total cost of the court replacement, including new see-through backboards and breakaway rims,
is around $75,000, Martin said.

"It's a good investment," Martin said.












