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The U. S. real gross domestic product
rose at a 2.6 percent annual rate during
the third quarter of 2010 and grew 3.2
percent since the third quarter of 2009.

Total civilian employment for the third
quarter fell 0.1 percent compared to the
corresponding period of the previous
year.

A survey of forecasters by the Federal
Reserve Bank of Philadelphia predicts
the U.S. economy to grow 2.7
percent, 2.5 percent, and 2.9 percent
in 2010, 2011 and 2012 respectively.

An alternative set of forecasts
published by Wachovia Bank indicates
gains of 2.9 percent, 2.7 percent, and
3.3 percent in 2010, 2011 and 2012.

EMPLOYMENT (Seasonally Adjusted)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
=008 ===2009 ===2010




Economic Reporter

STATE

Louisiana Economy
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Total state employment for the third quarter of Louisiana’s seasonally-adjusted personal income
2010 was 0.4 percent lower compared to the grew moderately in the third quarter of 2010,
previous quarter but 1.4 percent above the level rising 0.8 percent over the prior quarter and 3.5
for the third quarter of 2009. percent compared to the third quarter of 2009.

The national average increase was 0.7 percent
quarter over quarter and 3.6 percent over the
past twelve months.

The unemployment rate for the third quarter was
7.5 percent, compared to 7.3 percent for the
same quarter in 2009. The state experienced a

rise in the unemployment rate in comparison to Separated into components, net earnings rose 1.1
the previous quarter but was still significantly percent during the third quarter of 2010, transfer
below the 9.6 percent national average. receipts rose 1.5 percent, and dividends, interest,

State sales tax collections for the third quarter fell and rent fell 1.1 percent.

10.5 percent compared to the prior quarter but Louisiana’s third quarter foreclosure activity
were 5.3 percent higher than for the third quarter increased 31.5 percent compared to the third
of 2009. This was the first year-over-year quarter of 2009, averaging 1,927 notices or
increase since the third quarter of 2008. listings per month in 3Q2010 versus 1,465 in

3Q2009 (data from RealtyTrac.com).

EMPLOYMENT (Seasonally Adjusted)

LOUISIANA (Numbers in Thousands)
Oct 09 Nov 09 Dec 09 Jan 10 Feb 10 Mar 10 Apr10 May 10 Jun 10 Jul10  Augl10 Sep 10

Labor Force 2,067 2,067 2,068 2,074 2,081 2,085 2,091 2,096 2,095 2,095 2,099 2,109
% Change vs Prior Year -0.6%

Total Employment 1,916 1,915 1,916 1,920 1,930 1,941 1,951 1,952 1,948 1,944 1,940 1,946
% Change vs Prior Year

Total Nonfarm Emp. 1,889 1,886 1,880 1,884 1,888 1,888 1,889 1,900 1,903 1,905 1,905 1,903
% Change vs Prior Year - - - -2.3%

Unemployment Rate 7.3% 7.3% 7.3% 7.4% 7.3% 6.9% 6.7% 6.8% 7.0% 7.2% 7.6% 7.8%

% Change vs Prior Year

40T-09 1QT-10 2QT-10  3QT-10 Total Employment (000s)
Labor Force 2,067 2,080 2,094 2,101 2,000
% Change vs Prior Year -0.7% 0.4% 1.3% 1.6% —
Total Employment 1916 1930 1951 1,043 o~
% Change vs Prior Year 28%  09%  13%  L4vECRE ﬁ/
Total Nonfarm Emp. 1,885 1,886 1,898 1,904 1
% Change vs Prior Year -2.8% -1.9% -0.4% 0.7% 1,900 : . : : : : : . : : : ,
UnemploymentRate 7.3% 2% 6.9% 1.5% Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
% Change vs Prior Year 2.0% 1.3% 0.0% 0.2%

e===2008 ===2009 ====2010

Source: Louisiana Department of Labor, Labor Market Statistics
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Economic Reporter

Trends in Employment and Unemployment: Which Sectors and

Occupations Have Suffered the Most in “The Great Recession™?

Herb Holloway
Research Economist

Louisiana’s total non-farm employment plummeted from 1.95 miillion in July 2005 to 1.77 million in October

2005, following the devastation and population exodus caused by hurricanes Katrina and Rita in August and
September 2005 (Figure 1).

Non-farm employment had finally almost recovered to its pre-"KatRita” level by August 2008 when the near
collapse of the U.S. financial system ushered the nation and state into “The Great Recession”.

Fig. 1. Louisiana Non-Farm Employment: 2004-2010
Seasonally Adjusted
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Louisiana’s seasonally-adjusted, non-farm employment declined by almost 58,000 jobs (3.0 percent) from
December 2008 to its low point in December 2009, compared to a 3.5 percent drop for the U.S. From De-
cember 2009 to December 2010, Louisiana’s seasonally-adjusted, non-farm employment grew by 26,500
jobs (1.4 percent), while the equivalent measure for the U.S. increased a smaller 0.9 percent.

So Louisiana’s employment didn’t fall as far as that of the nation and has recovered more during 2010.

However, employment in December 2010 was still 31,200 (1.6 percent) below where it was in December
2008.
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Economic Reporter

Trends in Employment and Unemployment — continued

Hidden in these overall numbers are the differences in employment gains and losses by industry.

As shown in Figure 2, Trade, Transportation, & Utilities and Total Government are traditionally the two larg-
est employment sectors in Louisiana, with each employing between 350,000 and 400,000 individuals.
Trade, Transportation, & Utilities employment recovered more quickly after the storms of 2005, causing it to

hold the top spot until August 2009, when recession-induced declines caused it to drop below the less-
affected government sector.

Figure 2. Louisiana Non-Farm Employment by Industry:
2004-2010 (Seasonally Adjusted)
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Source: Labor Market Statistics, Current Employment Statistics Program

Figure 3 focuses on the 2008-2010 portion of Figure 2, allowing easier analysis of the effects of the eco-
nomic downturn.

Trade, Transportation, & Utilities lost the most jobs from December 2008 to December 2009 (-14,700), while
Mining and Logging (which includes oil and gas jobs) had the greatest percentage decline (-14.9 percent).
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Trends in Employment and Unemployment — continued

Figure 3. Louisiana Non-Farm Employment by Industry: 2008-2010
(Seasonally Adjusted)
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Source: Labor Market Statistics, Current Employment Statistics Program

Three sectors gained jobs during 2009—Total Government (+1,100), Education & Health Services (+9,400),
and Leisure & Hospitality (+700). Total Government lost 3,200 jobs in 2010, while Education & Health Ser-
vices and Leisure & Hospitality gained 8,700 and 1,900, respectively, making them the only two sectors to
have a net increase in employment from December 2008 to December 2010 (Figures 4 & 5).

Education & Health Services and Leisure & Hospitality gained 18,100 and 2,600 jobs, respectively over the
two year period (Figure 4). These represented respective increases of 6.9 percent and 1.3 percent (Figure
5).

Manufacturing lost the most jobs during the last two years, down 11,000, followed by Professional and Busi-
ness Services (-9,700) and Construction (-9,200).

Mining and Logging had the greatest percentage decline (-10.6 percent), followed by Manufacturing (-7.3
percent), Information (-6.9 percent), and Construction (-6.7 percent).

The strong growth in Education & Health Services employment caused it to increase its share of total state
non-farm employment from 13.5 percent in December 2008 to 14.6 percent in December 2010. Leisure &
Hospitality increased from 10.1 to 10.4 percent, and Total Government from 18.9 to 19.1 percent. The
shares for all other sectors were stable or declined.
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Economic Reporter

Trends in Employment and Unemployment — continued

Fig.4. Change in Louisiana Employment:
Dec. 2010 vs Dec. 2008
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Figure 5. % Change in Louisiana Employment:
Dec. 2010 vs Dec. 2008
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Trends in Employment and Unemployment — continued

Drilling down in the industry data

Although seasonally-adjusted data are only available for 2010 for the broad (two-digit NAICS code) sector
designations discussed previously, non-seasonally-adjusted data are available for more defined sub-sector
designations. Drilling down into the sub-sector data reveals wide variability of employment gains and losses
within the larger sector groupings (Table 1). Note that Table 1 is based only on the sub-sectors for which
data was available from the Current Employment Statistics (CES) Program. Other sub-sectors may have had
greater growth or declines than those listed.

Table 1. Louisiana sub-sector employment growth: December 2010 vs. December 2008 (Non-seasonally adjusted data)
Employment |[Sub-sector w/ greatest growth| Employment | Sub-sector w/ smallest growth |Employment

Two-digit NAICS Sector Change or smallest decline Change or greatest decline Change
Education & Health Services 7.1% Home Health Care Services 16.0% Nursing Care Facilities 1.6%
Leisure & Hospitality 1.0% Accommodation 5.1% Amusement, Gambling, & Recr. -4.6%
Total Government -0.8% Local Government 0.7% State Government -3.7%
Trade, Transportation, & Utilities -3.0% Gasoline Stations 5.0% Truck Transportation -11.4%
Professional & Business Services -5.6% Legal Services 1.0% Employment Services -11.3%
Financial Activities -6.2% Depos. Credit Intermediation -2.5% Real Estate, Rental, & Leasing -10.0%
Construction -7.6% Specialty Trade Contractors 0.0% Nonres. Bldg. Construction -19.2%
Manufacturing -8.1% Petroleum & Coal Prods. Mfg. 0.0% Transportation Equipment Mfg.  -18.7%
Mining and logging -10.6% Oil & Gas Extraction -2.2% Drilling Oil/Gas Wells -31.1%
Source: Labor Market Statistics, Current Employment Statistics Program

Within the Education and Health Services sector, which had overall (non-adjusted) employment growth of
7.1 percent from 12/2008 to 12/2010, all reported sub-sectors showed positive employment growth over
this period of national recession. Sub-sector growth ranged from 1.6 percent for Nursing Care Facilities to
16.0 percent (the highest of all reported sub-sectors) for Home Health Care Services.

In the Leisure & Hospitality sector, the other sector recording employment growth over this two-year period,
sub-sector employment change ranged from +5.1 percent in the Accommodation sub-sector to —4.6 percent
for the Amusement, Gambling, & Recreation sub-sector.

All of the nine two-digit sectors shown in Table 1 had at least one reported sub-sector with stable employ-
ment or growth except for Financial Activities and Mining and Logging, for which all reported sub-sectors
showed employment declines. The most severe employment decline of any sub-sector was Drilling Oil/Gas
Wells (within the Mining and Logging two-digit sector), which dropped 31.1 percent.

Unemplovment Claims by Occupation

Each industry discussed in the previous sections may include numerous occupation types. For example,
within the Accommodations sector would be employees with sales, office, maintenance, financial, and possi-
bly food-service occupations.

In order to gain insight into which occupation types have been most impacted by the economic downturn,
unemployment insurance claims for 22 occupation types as reported by the Louisiana Workforce Commission
were analyzed to track trends and changes since the recession began.

Southeastern Louisiana University 7
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Trends in Employment and Unemployment — continued

December 2007, when 17,309 unemployment claims were filed, was used as the pre-recession reference
point. Claims began spiking upward in June 2008 (21,722) and peaked in December 2009, when 94,091 un-
employment claims were filed, an increase of 444 percent from December 2007. By December 2010,
monthly claims had fallen back somewhat to 73,040.

As illustrated in Figure 6, Construction and Extraction Occupations had the highest number of monthly claims
throughout the 42-month period shown in the graph. These construction and oil/gas/mining occupations
made up from 13.2 to 20.8 percent of monthly claims during the period shown.

Figure 6. Louisiana Unemployment Insurance Claims by Occupation Group
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Source: Louisiana Workforce Commission, Research and Statistics

Although a small portion of total claims, Architecture and Engineering Occupations showed the greatest in-
crease in claims, up 1,242 percent from December 2007 to the peak in December 2009. The group showing
the least percentage impact was Farming, Fishing, and Forestry Occupations, with an increase in claims of
154 percent from December 2007 to December 2009.

Production Occupations had the greatest improvement in 2010, with unemployment claims down 46 percent,
declining from 10,867 in December 2009 ( 2nd most) to 5,817 (5th most) in December 2010. Five sectors
had increases in claims in 2010, led by Healthcare Practitioners and Technical Occupations (+9.4 percent).

Southeastern Louisiana University 8
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REGIONAL

Northshore Employment

Dr. A. M. M. Jamal
Professor of Management
Southeastern Louisiana University

Total employment in the Northshore Region (the
five parishes of Livingston, St. Helena, St.
Tammany, Tangipahoa, and Washington) was
unchanged during the third quarter of 2010, but
was 1.5 percent higher compared to the same
period in 2009.

The total civilian work force rose 0.4 percent
compared to the previous quarter and was 2.2

rates were 7 percent in the previous quarter and
6.9 percent during the third quarter of 2009. The
unemployment rate went up because the growth
in the workforce outpaced the gains in
employment.

(Note: All regional and parish employment
analyses are based on unadjusted employment
data. Seasonally-adjusted data are not available

percent higher year-over-year. The
unemployment rate for the third quarter of 2010
was 7.5 percent. In comparison, unemployment

at the parish level.)

EMPLOYMENT (Not seasonally adjusted)

NORTHSHORE REGION
Oct09 Nov09 Dec09 Janl0
204422 243960 241,917 242,253
06%  00%  00%  15%
228703 229215 226,306 223,617
23%  -16% L%  -0.6%
64% 62% 6%  T.7%
L%  16%  16% 1%

Feb 10
242,215

Mar 10
243 827

Jun 10
250,558

Jul 10
249,461

Apr 10
246,306

May 10
247,316

Aug 10
248 481

Sep 10
248,955

Labor Force

% Change vs Prior Year
Total Employment

% Change vs Prior Year
Unemployment Rate

221019 229,935 232041 230,193 230311 231,863 229,702

63% 5%  60% 6% 81% 73%  7.8%

% Change vs Prior Year

Total Employment

40109 10T-10 20T-10 3QT-10

240,000
Labor Force 243433 242,765 248,060 248,966
% Change vs Prior Year 02%  16%  20%  21% 30000
Total Employment 2080% 226877 230848 230664
% Change vs Prior Year 1%  05%  L3%  15%
Unemployment Rate 64%  66%  T0% 7.5 220000 . T T T T T rrr—Tr
%Change vs Prior Year 16%  10%  06%  0.6% Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

==2008 =2009 ==2010

Source: Labor Market Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program
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Estimated Retail Sales in the Northshore Region

Total value of taxable sales in the region fell 3.5 year-over-year gain occurred in St. Tammany
percent from the previous quarter. However, in Parish (0.1 percent), while the highest was
comparison to the third quarter of 2009, taxable experienced in Washington Parish (9 percent).
sales were up 0.3 percent. St. Helena and Livingston parishes experienced

. . declines year-over-year.
All of the parishes except St. Helena saw declines ! y ver-y

in comparison to the previous quarter, and only
three were higher year-over-year. The lowest

ESTIMATED RETAIL SALES
NORTHSHORE REGION

Oct09 Nov09 Dec09 Jan10 Feb10 Mar10 Apr10 May10 Jun10 Jul10 Augl0 Sep10

Total Est. Retail Sales (Mil.) $532.95 $528.90 $672.05 $473.72 $505.17 $623.75 $568.56 $552.47 $620.78 $557.33 $549.16 $575.08

% Change vs Prior Month -52%  -08%  27.1% -29.5% 6.60%0 235%  -88%  -2.8% 124% -102%  -1.5% 4.7%
% Change vs. Prior Year -10.6%  -5.6% 9.9% -13.9% T74%  32%  45%  -51% -01%  -1.6% 0.3% 2.3%
Quarterly Average Sales (Mil.) $577.97 $534.22 $580.60 $560.52
% Change vs. Prior Quarter 3.4% -7.6% 8.7% -3.5%
% Change vs Prior Year -8.8% -1.9% -3.2% 0.3%)

Sources: Livingston Parish School Board - Sales and Use Tax Division, St. Helena Parish Sheriff's Office, St. Tammany Parish Sheriff's Office - Sales and Use
Tax Department, Tangipahoa Parish School Board - Sales and Use Tax Division, Washington Parish Sheriff's Office - Sales and Use Tax Dept.

Residential Building Permits in the Northshore Region

The value of residential building permits in the It should be noted that the value of permits in
region for the third quarter of 2010 fell 12.5 percent unincorporated St. Tammany Parish,
over the prior quarter and 28.9 percent compared to unincorporated Livingston Parish, and all of
the third quarter of 2009, projecting a slowdown in St. Helena Parish are based on data (or
construction activities in the coming months. estimates) provided by the U.S. Census Bureau.

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS
NORTHSHORE REGION

Oct09 Nov09 Dec09 Janl0 Feb10 Marl0 Apr10 Mayl10  Jun 10 Jul10  Augl10 Sep10

Total Units 184 148 133 142 139 200 222 174 178 214 171 168
% Change s Prior Year

Total Value ($000s) 29,035 35,124 25,137 24,805 16,870 27,271 35,879 27,123 33,247 32,811 28,100 23,274
% Change s Prior Year 46.1% -49.4%

Unincorp. Units 160 127 126 132 121 176 212 157 168 185 168 156
% Change vs Prior Year -15.3% -15.9% -29.0% -41.5%

Uninc. Value ($000s) 25,472 22,730 26,655

% Change vs Prior Year 48.1% -14.8%

Incorporated Units 24 21 7 10 18 24 10 17 10 29 8 12
% Change vs Prior Year 33.3% 61.5% -16.7% 54.5%

Inc. Value ($000s) 2,075

% Change vs Prior Year 38.4% 28.3% 35.0%

Sources: Livingston Parish -- Town of Albany, City of Denham Springs, Town of Livingston, Town of Walker, http://censtats.census gov

St. Helena Parish - http:/icenstats.census gov (estimates with imputa ion)
St. Tammany Parish -- St. Tammany Parish Permit Office, Town of Abita Springs, Village of Folsom, Town of Madisonuille, City of Mandeville, Town of Pearl River, City of Slidell, http://censtats.census govj
Tangipahoa Parish -- Tangipahoa Parish Permit Office, City of Hammond, City of Ponchatoula

Washington Parish -- Washington Parish Permit Office, City of Bogalusa, Town of Franklinton, http://censtats.census gov

Southeastern Louisiana University
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LOCAL

Livingston Parish

Livingston Parish enjoyed a 1.6 per- EMPLOYMENT
cent gain in employment compared
to the third quarter of 2009. How- | LIVINGSTONPARISH

ever, the labor force rose 2.3 per- il vl Det® Jandd FebI) Marl) Al Maylo Jnl WD AwDD S0
cent, leading to an increase in the | LaborForce 5747 5875 5800 57988 5834 BGSBL 592 290653 603N 6005 59779 60201

unemployment rate to 7.5 percent | RUSEIEANIIAE:T

from 7.1 percent in the second | TotalEmployment 500 G548 544 5342 54650 G5088 5704 S5 S5MT  BhG66 51 55716
quarter of 2010. % Change vs Prior Year

Unemployment Rate 6% 6% 68% 8% 6% 60% 60% T 8% T TM  T5%
% Change vs Prior Year 1% 0% 0™ 12% 0™ 0% 0M%

Sales tax collections fell 2.9 percent
compared to the third quarter of
2009, in contrast to a regional in-

crease of 0.3 percent. Q9 QT QT LT S0 Toid Enplofment
T I L BN WAL W M
The .value of residential building | e T T RRT T -
permits fell 36.6 percent compared | yypyiymey s ¥ E2 B
to the third quarter of 2009, based | PRI ESETECIICING .
o 'qata e e o e epome b Em T Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jin Ju Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
palities and the U.S. Census Bu- | pisem T Ty
reau. e=)0§ ===2009 =2010

Source: Labor Market Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program

ESTIMATED RETAIL SALES

LIVINGSTON PARISH
Oct 09 Nov 09 Dec 09 Jan 10 Feb 10 Mar 10 Apr 10 May 10 Jun 10 Jul 10 Aug 10 Sep 10

Total Est. Retail Sales (Mil.) $91.32 $90.43  $109.60 $85.09 $85.06  $111.30 $102.25 $100.73  $109.76 $98.25 $95.24 $98.51
% Change vs Prior Month -14.2% -1.0% 21.2% -22.4% 0.0% 30.8% -8.1% -1.5% 9.0% -10.5% -3.1%

% Change vs. Prior Year -14.8% -6.2% -20.8% -15.3% -11.4% -5.5% -2.7% -1.5% 1.5% 2.0% -2.8% -7.4%
Quarterly Average Sales (Mil.) $97.12 $93.82 $104.25 $97.33

% Change vs. Prior Quarter -3.1% -3.4% 11.1% -6.6%
% Change vs Prior Year

Source: Livingston Parish School Board - Sales and Use Tax Division

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS
LIVINGSTON PARISH

Oct 09 Nov 09 Dec 09 Jan 10 Feb 10 Mar 10 Apr 10 May 10 Jun 10 Jul 10 Aug 10 Sep 10

Total Units 47 42 42 44 54 70 90 75 82 73 74 64

% Change vs Prior Year 5 100.0% i -52.7% -27.2% -26.1% 28.1% -60.8%

Total Value ($000s) 8,483 4,803 4,955 5,531 6,536 8,432 13,354 11,239 12,551 11,322 10,825 9,385

% Change vs Prior Year

Unincorp. Units 43 41 42 41 45 63 89 75 79 73 74 64

% Change vs Prior Year -14.0% 13.9% -31.7% 50.0% -56.6% 43.5% -27.5% 32.7% -58.7%

Uninc. Value ($000s) 7,745 4,703 4,955 4,837 5,309 7,432 13,254 11,239 11,712 10,568 10,713 9,385

% Change vs Prior Year 5 5 & -70.9%

Incorporated Units 4 1 0 3 9 7 1 0 3 0 0 0

% Change Vs Prior Year -75.0%  -100.0% 50.0% 350.0% 133.3% -87.5%  -100.0% 50.0% -100.0% -100.0%

Inc. Value ($000s) 738 100 0 694 1,227 1,000 100 0 840 754 112 0

% Change vs Prior Year -91.7%  -100.0% 159.1% 151.8% 60.8% -91.7%  -100.0% 136.5% 66.5% -91.9%

Sources: La Dept. of Econ. Dev., Livingston Parish Permit Off ce, Town of Albany, City of Denham Springs, Town of Livingston, Town of Walker, http://censtats.census.gov
Note: Valuation estimat on procedure discontinued by Livingston Parish Permit Off ce after June 2008. Unincorporated values from July 2008 to June 2009 are based on vJ
by the La. Dept. of Economic Development or U.S. Census Bureau. Units and values from July 2009 forward are from U.S. Census Bureau. Comparisons to prior periods
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St. Helena Parish

Employment in St. Helena in the | EMPLOYMENT
third quarter of 2010 rose 1.6 per-
cent compared to the same quarter | ST HELENAPARISH

of the previous year. The work force 0ct0d Novd Dec) Jandd FebiD Mardd Aprl) Wy Jmi) M Al Sepld
grew by a greater amount (+4.1

percent), leading to an increase in ! ,
the unemployment rate. The rate pChangevsPriorYear 0% -104% -21% L3 2% 4 900

climbed to 14.1 percent, up from Total Employment ST 38 3T 3% 3618 3M9 3% 34m 3GM 389 33 36%
12.1 percent for the previous quar- | L S L il

ter and the highest in the region. Unemployment Rate 0 0% L% B4

Labor Force L0 4 438 4

Sales tax collections were up 3.8 | EMFUGHAEE % 2% 2T 2%
percent over the previous quarter,

but fell 5 percent year over year, o005 O L T
hile th i hol i-
while the region as a whote exper= I o QR 4
enced a slight gain. Change vs Prior Y 0% AW M A

oUange Vs Frior Year LN 11| Wi L)

Totel Employment RF T TR fDZam\
Wlhange vsPriorYear 256 03h  08h  LOHEEEN

Totel Employment

The Census Bureau’'s estimated
value of building permits in St. He-
lena rose 156.8 percent over the

past twelve months. (Actual building | UenplomentRat L2 L& L5 14 I b Mar Ay May Jm QA Sep Ot Nov Dec
permit data is not available from St. | FBEIEANREE 2 2% L% 1% S ——
Helena Parish.) Source: Labor Market Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program

ESTIMATED RETAIL SALES

ST. HELENA PARISH

Oct09 Nov09 Dec09 Janl10 Feb10 Mar10 Apr10 May10 Junl10 Jul10 Augl10 Sep10

Total Est. Retail Sales (Mil.) $5.82 $4.18  $6.20 $374  $442  $535 $485  $502 $549 $441  $6.19  $5.35
% Change vs Prior Month -11.3% -283%  48.6% -39.7% 181% 21.1% -9.3% 3.5% 9.3% -19.6% 40.3% -13.5%
% Change vs. Prior Year -105%  -32.7% -322% -284%  -7.7%  -85% 121%  -5.0% 114% -16.8% 25.6% -18.5%
Quarterly Average Sales (Mil.) $5.40 $4.50 $5.12 $5.32
% Change vs. Prior Quarter -3.5% -16.6% 13.7% 3.8%
% Change vs Prior Year -25.9% -14.8% 5.7% -5.0%

Source: Sales tax collections from St. Helena Parish Sheriff's Office expanded using tax rate of .05 (5%)
Sept and Oct 2009 = ESTMATED by BRC based on combined Sept/Oct collections.

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS

ST. HELENA PARISH
Oct09  Nov09  Dec09 Jan10 Feb10 Mar10  Apr10 May10 Jun10  Jul10  Augl0  Sep10

Total Units . . 1 1 1 1 3 2 2 2 2 2
% Change vs Prior Year -100 0% -100.0% 0.0% 00% 00% 200 0% 100 0% 100 0% 100 0% 100.0%

Total Value ($000s) . . 150 150 150 150 578 385 385 385 385 385
% Change vs Prior Year -1000%  -100.0% 18.0% 18.0% 18.0% 180% 285.3% 156 8% 156 8% 156 8% 156.8%

Source: http://censtats.census.gov (estimates with imputation)
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St. Tammany Parish

Total employment in St. Tammany | EMPLOYMENT
Parish in the third quarter of 2010
rose 2.4 percent compared to the ST. TANNANY PARISH

third quarter of 2009, exceeding the Gl Mo Decl) lnl0 bl Ml Aorll Wyl wnl) WU Awl Sepd
average gain in the region. The work- Labor Force 10465 1137 1034 11086 100933 11198 103050 112793 14510 114565 1389 13715
force increased by 2.6 percent and %Change vs Prior Year A% 0% 0% 1% L0 18 2% LT% 22%
the unemployment rate was 5.9 per- | TotalEnployment 105408 105652 104400 104262 1038 10674 07572 06591 107207 108126 106757 107.0%
cent, the lowest in the region. %Change vsPriorYear — 24% 1§ 20% 0% O0M 1% 1% 2%

Unemployment Rate Mo 5 S 6% Sl 4T 8% SN 64% 56 6% 5%

Retail sales rose 0.1 percent com- ,
YChange vs Prior Year % 1% 1% 1% 03% Al

pared to the third quarter of 2009, a

gain that was below the regional av- Total Employment
erage UL NG 110000
Labor Force 11085 111339 13460 10405

. . 107500 {
The value of building permits fell 17.5 | [y AC R/ REE BT 000 m
percent over the previous quarter and | mgyiynent 11 168 WIS WQ 0

was also 17.5 percent lower than in | e T T e

the third quarter of 2009, pointing to Uremloynent e S 5% BBk O

L . L Jn Feb Mar Apr May Jm Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
a future decline in construction activi- .
) %Change vs Prior Year 1% 0% 0% 0%
ties. (g 3009 =010
Source: Labor Market Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program

ESTIMATED RETAIL SALES
ST. TAMMANY PARISH

Oct 09 Nov (09 Dec 09 Jan 10 Feb 10 Mar 10 Apr 10 May 10  Jun 10 Jul 10 Aug 10  Sep 10

Total Est. Retail Sales (Mil.) $279.63 $285.33  $366.98  $250.72  $267.90 $327.86  $304.82 $293.56 $330.64 $298.87 $290.48  $307.58

% Change vs Prior Month -8.0% 2.0% 28.6%  -31.7% 6.8% 22.4% -7.0% -3.7% 12.6% -9.6% -2.8% 5.9%
% Change vs. Prior Year -11.1% -8.1% 8.7% -13.5% -5.6% -3.8% 2.7% -5.9% -1.8% -0.9% 0.0% 1.2%
Quarterly Average Sales (Mil.) $310.65 $282.16 $309.68 $298.98
% Change vs. Prior Quarter 4.0% 9.2% 9.8% -3.5%
% Change vs Prior Year 9.2% -1.4% -3.4% 0.1%

Source: Sales tax collections from St. Tammany Parish Sales and Use Tax Department expanded using an average tax rate of .04825 (4.825%)

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS
ST. TAMMANY PARISH

Oct 09 Nov 09 Dec 09 Jan 10 Feb 10 Mar 10 Apr 10 May 10 Jun 10 Jul 10 Aug 10 Sep 10

Total Units 53 51 50 51 51 56 77 46 39 52 53 55
% Change vs Prior Year E 5 -37. 54.5%

Total Value ($000s)

% Change vs Prior Year

Unincorp. Units

% Change vs Prior Year

Uninc. Value ($000s)

% Change vs Prior Year L b -10. -18. L 10.6%

Incorporated Units

% Change vs Prior Year . -14. - b - b L -66.7%

Inc. Value ($000s) , , ,

% Change vs Prior Year L 345.0% . 44.6% -20. 0. -16.3%

Sources: St. Tammany Parish Permit Office, Town of Abita Springs, Village of Folsom, Town of Madisonville, City of Mandeville,
Town of Pearl River, City of Slidell, http://censtats.census.gov (some data estimated)
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Tangipahoa Parish

Employment in Tangipahoa Parish in

the third quarter of 2010 rose 0.3 TANGIPAHOA PARISH

percent compared to the third quarter ol vl
of 2009. A larger increase in the Labor Fore B 5%
work force (+1.7 percent) caused the | WUIEHAIAE]

unemployment rate to rise from 8.7 | Totl Enployment 0973 49%0
percent in the second quarter to 9.5 | FIyHIARAE
percent in the third quarter, exceed-

Ungmployment Rate T 13
ing the regional average of 7 percent.

Y4 Change vs Prior Year
Retail sales rose 1.7 percent com-

Dec0d Janll

5709 53116

03 s

8% 94

pared to the third quarter of 2009, a 0700 1040 20740 30T
greater gain than the average for the | gy, BEORMTNE N
region. Y% Change vs Prior Year 100 28 2% L
The value of building permits rose 2.9 | Toial Enloyment 0O %1 %06 850
percent from the previous quarter but | FIEENRE W 1B 1M 0L

fell 34.5 percent compared to the
third quarter of 2009, reflecting an
uncertain outlook for construction.

Ungmployment Rate T 81%
Y% Change vs Prior Year 1M 13%

M 95
W 13

RO Nl Apd

N N6 M

B9 Qe 5028

1 1% 13

5250

Uyl) ol WO Ayl S0
USh MO MM MW

08 O 09 e oM

B 102 04 9% 9%

Totel Employment

50000

47500

Jn R Mar A My dimo W Aw Sep Oct Nov Dec

=0 =20 =200
Source: Labor Market Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program

ESTIMATED RETAIL SALES

TANGIPAHOA PARISH
Oct09 Nov09 Dec09 Janl10 Feb10 Mar10

Apr 10

May 10  Jun10

Jul10  Augl10 Sepl10

Total Est. Retail Sales (Mil.) $119.75 $11552 $149.88 $107.88 $119.29 $141.94
% Change vs Prior Month -6.4% -35%  29.7%  -28.0%  10.6%  19.0%

% Change vs. Prior Year -8.7% -5.3% -1.8%  -12.4% 25%  -1.0%
Quarterly Average Sales (Mil.) $128.38 $123.04
% Change vs. Prior Quarter 1.9% -4.2%
% Change vs Prior Year

$127.98
-9.8%
-3.0%

$12355  $140.14
-35%  13.4%
-4.3% 0.2%
$130.56

6.1%

Source: Sales tax collections from the Tangipahoa Parish School Board - Sales and Use Tax Division expanded using a tax rate of .02 (2%)

$124.99  $129.05 $130.22
-10.8% 3.2%
-1.3% 4.6% 1.8%

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMITS

TANGIPAHOA PARISH

Oct 09 Nov 09 Dec 09 Jan 10 Feb 10 Mar 10 Apr 10 May 10 Jun 10 Jul 10 Aug 10 Sep 10
Total Units 78 47 34 37 28 69 46 47 49 77 35 44
% Change vs Prior Year -22.0% -47.2% -59.5% 19.4% -41.7% 11.3% -43.4% -32.5%
Total Value ($000s) 8,852 6,151 4,740 7,060 3,901 7,279 5,942 6,099 7,058 8,616 6,310 4,718
% Change vs Prior Year -22.9% -35.4% -51.8% 74.0% -39.5% -37.8% -13.1% -32.0%
Unincorp. Units 69 35 34 37 26 58 45 38 46 56 35 34
% Change vs Prior Year -26.6% -58.8% - -39.5% -51.9% -46.2%

Uninc. Value ($000s) 7,803 4,786 4,740 7,060 3,686 6,279
% Change Vs Prior Year

Incorporated Units 9 12 0 0 2 11
% Change Vs Prior Year 50.0%  200.0% -60.0%  450.0%
Inc. Value ($000s) 1,049 1,365 0 0 215 1,000
% Change vs Prior Year 32.4% 115.3% -64.4%  387.8%

Sources: Tangipahoa Parish Permit Office, City of Hammond, and City of Ponchatoula

-93.2%

5,330 6,766

125.0% -25.0%
769 292
18.3% -30.6%

6,569 6,310 3,192

21 5 10
110.0%
2,048 1,176 1,526
92.0% 40.2%
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Washington Parish

Total employment in Washington

Parish in the third quarter of 2010
fell 0.8 percent compared to the
third quarter of the previous year.
The size of the labor force was un-
changed, resulting in an unemploy-
ment rate of to 10.3 percent, signifi-
cantly higher than the regional aver-
age of 7.5 percent.

Sales tax collections were 9 percent
higher compared to the third quarter
of the previous year, a significantly
larger increase than the regional av-
erage growth of 0.3 percent.

The value of building permits fell
18.5 percent from the prior quarter
and 49.9 percent in comparison to
the third quarter of 2009.

EMPLOYMENT
WASHINGTON PARISH

O Nl Du®) ol F0D Wgd) AYD Ny dnl) WD Mgl Sepl
Labor Force 1608 16080 16000 1578 15644 1588 197 16,004 1603

% Change vs Prior Year 03 08 25% 1%

Total Employment
% Change vs Prior Y
Unemployment Rate

WS 14682 14505 14087 14299 1584 14504 149 144 U3
ear 28 20 0% 15 A0 0% 8% L1%
0% 8% 9% 08% 8% 81% 82 9% 1% 100% 106% 103

%Change vs Prior Year 2% 2% 2% 3% 10% 0%

Labor Force

% Change vs Prior Year 1% 10% 0%  00%

Total Employment

%Change vs Prior Year 100 L% 0% 8%

Unemployment Rate

% Change vs Prior Year 260 1% 08%  07%
Source: Labor Market Statistics, Local Area Unemployment Statistics Program

Total Employment

G800 Q) G g
16036 15731 16037 16,051 _/\
15,000

1556 14216 14516 14397 1450 1

14 ,000 T T T T T T T T L) 1 L) 1

) ) 0 )
Sz S D Jan Feb Mar A May Jno Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

=08 =209 ==210

ESTIMATED RETAIL SALES

WASHINGTON PARISH

Oct09 Nov09 Dec09 Janl10

Feb10 Mar10 Apr10 May10 Junl10 Jul10 Augl10 Sep10

Total Est. Retail Sales (Mil.) $36.43  $33.45 $39.38  $26.30

$2850  $37.30 $28.65 $29.60 $34.75  $30.79  $28.20  $33.42

% Change vs Prior Month 109.0% -8.2% 17.7% -33.2%
% Change vs. Prior Year 0.3% 325%  17.5%  -16.7%
Quarterly Average Sales (Mil.) $36.42
% Change vs. Prior Quarter 28.8%
% Change vs Prior Year 14.9%

8.4% 30.9%  -23.2% 3.3% 17.4%  -11.4% -8.4%  18.5%
-26.3% 19% -29.9%  -12.4% 9.6%  -16.0% -8.2%  91.7%

$30.70 $31.00 $30.80
-15.7% 1.0% -0.6%
-13.8% -12.6% 9.0%

Source: Washington Parish Sheriff's Office - Sales and Use Tax Department. Sept. 2009 collections down partially due to office closures and staff layoffs in October 2009.

RESIDENT IAL BUILDING PERMITS

WASHINGTON PARISH
Oct09 Nov09 Dec09

b 10 Mar 10 Apr 10 May 10 Jun 10 Jul 10 Aug 10 Sep 10

Total Units 6 8 6
% Change s Prior Year - 166.7%

5 4 6 4 6 10 7 3

11.1% -30.0%

Total Value ($000s) 655 1,182 812
% Change s Prior Year
Unincorp. Units 6 8 5
% Change s Prior Year

Uninc. Value ($000s) 655 1,182 712
% Change s Prior Year

Incorporated Units 0 0 1 0
% Change s Prior Year -100.0% -100.0% -100.0%
Inc. Value ($000s) 0 0 100 0
% Change vs Prior Year -100.0% -100.0% -100.0% 41

Sources: Washington Parish Permit Office

.3% -100.0% -68.3% 0.0% 0.0%
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SOUTHEASTERN LSBDC

Southeastern LSBDC and partners to host women in business event

The Louisiana Small Business Development Center (LSBDC) at Southeastern Louisiana University, along with
the U.S. Small Business Administration, Louisiana Procurement Technical Assistance Center and Women'’s
Business Enterprise Council South, will offer the seminar “Maximizing Your Woman-Owned Business Owner-
ship in the Federal Government Marketplace.”

The seminar is scheduled Thursday, March 3, from 9 a.m. to noon in Walker at the Livingston Parish Literacy
and Technology Center.

“Women business owners should seek to leverage the opportunities available through the federal govern-
ment to drive revenue growth,” said Sandy Summers, assistant director of the Southeastern SBDC. “This
event will address critical areas that women business owners should address when competing in the federal
government marketplace.”

Summers said topics address women-owned business federal government contract set-asides; WOB certifi-
cation process, recognition and opportunities, business continuity and risk management, developing effective
responses to government proposals, and helpful hints on writing winning proposals.

There is no cost to attend the event; however, pre-registration is preferred. For more information or to reg-
ister, contact the LSBDC at 985-549-3831 or Isbdc.slu@Isbdc.org. Online registration is available at
www.lIsbdc.org or www.selu.edu/sbdc.

(Article courtesy of Southeastern’s Public Information Office.)
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